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D CHAP. L 
Proved to be the Private Chriſtian 
Duty to conſult hisSpiritualGuide- 
—— By way of Conſequence from the forme! 
Part. itt. ibid. 


1 giſters in Holy Scripture. Y | 
From Chriſt's appointing and continuin | 
| an Order of Men to attend upon 
this very Thing. = 

—— From the Danger of deſpiſing them. 8 
— From plain Commands of the Holy Scrip4 


ture. | 


/ private Confeſſion. 


CH AP. lI. 


_ OpJtxcrions anſwer'd 


1. Taken from Fear of Shame. 
2. From its being needleſs. 
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S it it my Heart's Deſire, ans 
Wh Prayer for you, that ye may bs] 

m1 /aved; ſo it is my great Study 
and Endeavour, ar far at in 


. me lies, to promote Your Sal 
vation; and therefore it is, that being 
ſenſible how many amongſt You do, for 
the moſt part, Abſent themſelves. from 
the Worſhip of God in the Church 
bow many Diſſent from it; and this 
| even amongſt Thoſe who continue ini 
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DEDICATION 
Doctrine and Fellowſhip, there are not a 
Eew who are ignorant of the Firſt Prinz 
ler of the Doctrine of Chriſt; and more, 
Who walk not according to it: I have 
taken this Method of privately Addreſ- _ - 
ling Myſelf to You, to convince and 
perſuade You to apply Yourſelves to Me 
for private Inſtruction and Advice. 
"AND whilſt I am endeavouring to 
perſuade You to conſult Me as Your 
Spiritual Guide and Teacher, ( who 
Wet am not worthy to be called Tuch) 
You may depend upon My being glad 
to receive You, and ready to give You 
My beſt Aſſiſtance. 
I aM entirely ſatisfy'd, that it is to 0 
the great Diſuſe of this mutual Inter- 
Eourle betwixt Paſtor and People, we, | 
ina great Meaſure, owe thoſe. Clouds . | 
of Ignorance, thoſe Miſts of Error, which 
wver-ſhadow Us; that Torrent of Infi- 
Melity, Immorality, and 'Prophaneneſs _ 
which overwhelms Us; and that nothing 
would tend more to the Propagation -of _ | 
Chriſtian Knowledge, and to the Reſtora® *| 
tion of Chriſtian Practice, than the Re- 
vival of it. 15 
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DPEDTEATION.- 

Ir therefore; My Brethren, ther el 
any Fear of periſhing for Lack of Know 

| « ledge; any Deſire of Growing in Grace, 


\| and in the Knowledge of our Lord Feſu 
| . Chrift; if You have any Bowels of Merdy 
for Your own Souls; it You would ſhew! 
\ | | Yourſelves in good Earneſt, in an Affair 
of the greateſt Importance, and approve 
LTourſelves ſincere in Your Search after 
Truth, in Your Purſuit of Eternal Hap- 
pineſs, be perſuaded to give this little 
Diſcourſe a ſerious Peruſal ; and it thro? 
the Bleſſing of God may perfuade Yow 
* not. altogether to lean to Your own! 
16:0 — nor to truſt to Your own Under 
iflanding, in that which is. the one Thing 
| needful andof the greateſt Difficulty ; but 
do be glad of the Direction of a Guide 
thro' this troubleſom Wilderneſs in Your 
Way to the Land of Everlaſting Life. 
ny Bur, if none of theſe Things move 
Tou; if Ye are reſolved to walk on ſtill]! 
A wn Darkneſs, in Ignorance and Error, 
and will none of my Counſel, deſpiſe all 
i, Reproof; yet at leaſt I ſhall have this |} 

', Comfort and Satisfaction, that I have 
one My Endeavour, that Ye may all come 
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in the Unity of the Faith, and. of the 
woroledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 


forth Ye be no more Children, toſſed. to and 
fro, and carried about with every Wind of 
Doctrine, by the Slight of Men, and cun- 
ning Craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait 


to deceiwve. | 


Knowledge and Vertue, Love and U- 
nity; ſo that Peace and Happineſs, 
Truth and Juſtice, Religion and Piety 
may be eſtabliſh'd, flouriſh, and abound 
amongſt You. And God grant, that 


Myſelf may not become a Caſi-away. In 
theſe Prayers You will, 1 hope, heartily 
join with Your very affectionate Paſtor 


2000 
| and Servant for Jeſus Sake. 


fect Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature _ 
pf the Fulneſs of Chriſt ; and that hence- 


Ma God bleſs theſe My Endeavours, - 
and all My Labours, to the Increaſe of 


hilft I teach, and preach to Others, I 
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Of Conſuling a 
K . Guide, Ce. 


MONGST the many Expe- 
121 dients of holy Living; there 
— is none more uſeful and ne- 
2 Gall © ceſſary, than that of conſult. 
Rs q ing a 2 Spiritual Guide; and 
— yer none more neglecteq, 
there being few even of thoſe who ſcem to | 
be Religious, who fo account of the HMinifers 
_ of Chriſt, as to take them for their, 57 05 in 
_ their Way to Heaven, It may, aort 
2 improper to infiſt upon 
ove that Chriſtians are obli 
Theis Paſtors under this Ch 
the great Advantage 40 } 


- TT TYYTTYYTTY 1” CEE ET. \f 


I | 


409 - 
P!Jing to them; wa 


a 


1 N 
that are made e it, to FE who is 


true Paſtor, and 1 them * their 76-2 
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P it be he -Duty of che 
Per privately to inftract 
* 5 thoſe ot his Flock, then it 
muſt be equally Their oy 
3 — do hearken to, and be di- 4 
| cefted by, his- Private Jn ſtruftions ; even as, 
its being 12 Duty to preach 
. 2 3 po the Word, makes it neceſſary 
| » 3 „for them to hear the Word 
ui reg 
8 ben. , preached, and to keep it; ſince 
| - _. Relative Duties do mutually 
ſuppoſe one another; and none can be obliged 
5 tèacb thoſe, who a are not obliged to hear ken 
10 their teaching; : Or to miniſter to thoſe in 
any kind, who are not underean Wee 
xp ace pt of their Miniſtration. a 
ee ſince Pub ick Preaching will not be 
| Nifficient to inhrye's Iin thek Kanaloace an 
- Pr Ace of c yy and 5 the 
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and yet every one in Particuler is obligec 
both to Know and to Do thoſe Things uch 
the Goſpel hath made neceſſary to his Salva- 
tion; and he can no otherwiſe come (at 
leaſt ſo ſucceſsfully”) to the Khow ledge, and 
go on in the Practice of them, as by con- 
| ſolting his Spiritual Guide; this muſt be ne- 
ceflarily required at his Hands; and whilſt J 
he wilfully neglects it, he cannot with any 
Face plead . in his Excuſe: His 
Ignorance itſelf is his Sin, becauſe it is at- 
fected and wilful, whilſt he flights this eaſy, 
certain, and appointed Pra of diſpel- 
lin it. wh 45 
4 he labour under any asl or Scruple ? 
this, which at firſt is: only his Mitſortune, 
afterwards becomes his Faujr, if he omitts ap- 


þ _ plying himſelf do him, whoſe Duty and Of- 


fice it is to aſſiſt him in the Removal of it. Is 
he violently attack'd with any Temptation,and | 
knows not how to overcome it? he ſhonld 4 
deg the Advice nd Prayers of thoſe; that 
under Chriſt are appointed to adviſe, and o 
pray for thoſe ihat are tempted; Is be aQually | 
overcome by the Tem 2 and overtaken 
with a Fault? he ſhould ſeek to be reſtored by 1 
him, that is Spiritual, i. e. his Spiritual Guide. 
Do Falſe Teachers endeavour to ſeduce him, 
and to lead him iato Error, and ut of the 
Way ? except he privately agdreſſes' himſelf 
to his Faithful Guide, he will not be able to 
anſwer their Arguments and Objeaons ; but 
5 B 2 will 


= 0 4 9 
win be in Toner of being ve about with | 
"every Wind of Doctrine, and the cunning Craſti- 
neſs of Mon, aral they lie in wait to de- 
ie him . 
Thus i it is in a great Meafare impoſſible for 
Common Chriſtian to have all his particular 
Occaſions ſerved, his private Wants and Ne- 
ceſſities ſupply'd; by Publick Teaching; and 
nothing elſe but private Inſtructions will an- 
ſwer and relieye them; and therefore it is a 
Duty which he owes to himſelf, to ſeek out 
for private Inſtructions. 
I his alſo is in the ſecond place evidentfrom 
| "ES? the Names and Titles which 
| are given to Miniſters. They 
8 — are Guides of the Blind; oy 
ers of Cbriſt. Light of them which are in 
4 Darkneſs ; Inſtractors ef the 
Fooliſb, and Teachers of Babes : But now, how 
can they be Guides and Lights to others, it + 
others are not obliged to be directed by their 
* ;Light, and to follow their Guiding? To what 
1 ; Purpoſe. are they appointed Inſtructors and 
Teachers, if they that- are Ignorant, Un- 
learned, and Fooliſh, are not obliged to 
hearken and ſubmitt to their Inſtructions ? | 
| They are ſaid to be Stewards of the Myſteries 
f the Goſpel of Chriſt, Shepherds, Watchmen, 
and O en ters of Souls; and is it not the Duty 
of every one of the Lord's Houſtold, to ap- 
ply to the Seward to know his Lord's Mill, 
Ad what he would have him to do? to apply 
5% to 
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to him for Ment in due Seaſon; and for what 


T7 Thiel Care and Conduct. 25 


Edihing of the Body of Chriſt; till we all come 
in the « Oniry 


the Meaſure. of the Stu of the Fulne 2 
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may be neceſſary or convenient for bim? -If 

they are appointed Watchmen, Overſeers, and 
Shepherds of Souls, to take Care of them un- 
der Chriſt, it. muſt be the Duty of thoſe that 
are under them, to committ their Souls to 


3. That this was the very End and Deſ ien 
of Chriſt, i in appointing-and + | 
1 g an — of _ o 3. —5 chriſt 
attend upon this very Thing, 
to take Care of Souls, and - der of Me wing 
build them up in Faith and .Obe- very Thing. 
dience; we learn from the ex- --- - 
preſs] Word of God. He gave ſome Apoſtles, 
Jome. Paſtors and Teachers, for the Perſecting af 


#be Saints, or che Work of the. Miniſtry, for the 


of the Faith, and of the Knowledge 
of the Son of God; unte 4 perſeſt Man, \unto 


Chriß; that we hence forth be nb mute Childn 
toſſeu to and fro and carried abdit with euer 
Wind of Doclrine tbyothe Slight of Alen, und 
cusning Craftinbſe, whereby they: bie in wait To, 
deceive: (a). BN 1.0 

But now Chriſtians canhot be preſerveds 
—— the Inticements of Falſe Teachers, and 


their Falſe Doctrine; the Body of  Chriſt-can-» 
nat and 


O ft. is. u. „ 
brought 


n 


rought unto the Meaſure 
Fahne of Chriſt, if t 


Paſtors and Teachers; if they committ not 


Directions. 


of the Stature of 
hey do not attend 
pon thoſe whom Chriſt bath appointed their 


— ” ” 


themſelves to their Care,and follow not their 


And as this was the End of Chriſt's inſti- 
tuting this Order of Men, for the Edification 
of his Diſciples; ſo hath he himſelf promiſed \.. 


to aſſiſt them in a more eſpecial Manner, in 


This their Work of the Miniſtry. 
For thus they are ſaid to be Workers toge- 


mightily and effectually in them. 


(Comforter is promiſed: to abide with them for 

"ever (b). And therefore S. Paul faith not 
only of himfelfand of the reſt of the Apoſtles, 
but of all thoſe that plant and water, that #} 
are Lebourers together with God, and thut 

giveth the Hero 

to * whom he had ordained Elders of the 
» |Charch of Epheſus, be ſays, That the Holy 


era without 


N — 1 LY £4 .. 


po Chrift OW. And there 


0 * iv. 16. © i Cor. 
doubt, 


- wr 2 Cor, M. 1 
l. 75 Jo Nu b 


And leſt we ſhould Conkite” this Aſſiſtance 
to the Apoſtles: themſelves, Chriſt 'aſfures 
them, That be would: be wies, to the End 
f the World; which Promiſe can no other-⸗ 
wiſe be fulfilled than in their Succeſſors: The - 


e of their Labour (c ). And 


iber with Chriſt (a). Chriſt is ſaid to Work 


'Ghoſ# had made them — A the Hock 


— 


not the Promiſe of Itfallibility; yet of: being 


ſuch Titles, if there had been no need e 
them, and no Regard due unto them? Wool 0 
he have a 


doubt, "Would aſſiſt them in dhe taking Care 
of them. 01 es 5 12 3k 41 
And laſtly, Chriſt himſelf is repreſer ted a J 
talking in the midſt of tbe Seven Churches 6 
Aſia, and holding the Se uen Stars, i. e. the Ane 
gels or Biſhops of thoſe Churches, the Suc⸗ 
ceſſors of the Apoſtles, in bis Right Hand (* 

From all which it ĩs plainly evident, that 
tho the Apoſtles, the Frſt Fruits of the Spirit 
did receive the Aſſiſtance of it in 2 greater] 
Meaſure, than any of the ſucceeding Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt; yet that T hey alſo have. | 
Title to the Special Aſſiſtance, Illuminatio 
and Guidance of bim: That due tber bart 1 


_ furniſh'd with all Requiſite and Con venier 
_ Gifts, according tothe Neceſſitiet and Grad 
cities of the Times wherein they live, tl 
have the Promiſe, That he always will accom 
pany their Faithful Endeavours in the Worn 
of the Miniſtry with Sucdeſs, and * a 
_ effeQual't them ther iuoerely # 
A O16 95:111.90 rang lu 97 
nere ele Chriſt have given ene 
Order of Men, and have dignifyd them wirt 


ated them te this very Thing, 
take Care of Souls, if none were oer e 
commit the Cate of their Souls anto ther 


ene e 


et 19, Ive) -»<O oil 


"09 ” 
do be — none are required, 
to receive them as ſuch, and to be guided by 
hem 2 Hath be pronn ed ta he 1 and 
to aſſiſt them in this great Work? and does 
not this plainly ſhew, that this is the beſt 
and ſureſt Way of perfefting Saints; and that 
they that would be perfect, muſt conſuls 
theſe Eiving Spiritual Guides, and be directed 
by them? 81 AA 211 ,2 09 & 4 113.7003 © 21 
Is not this Proviſian for the Good of Souls | 
a great Inſtance of his Cate fon them, of his 
Love towards them? and therefore muſt 
not they be Deſpiſers of his Goodneſs, and 
Enemies to. their own Souls, who: make lit- 
cle or no Acconnt of it, and ſeek no Profit 
Pit 100 bas 9titivps H ile Gi bit: 
25 Wins there a Phyſician and Taneranthorized 
= appointed in every Pariſh, whoſe Duty 
4 Office it ſhould be; to give their Advice 
r Bad: Opinign gratis, to heal the Diſes ſes 
ie People, and to adyiſe themũn all difficult 
1E, relating to their Eſtates z what. Ap- 
blication would there be made, and hat fr 
gar paid; to them Would we, People be | 
Cantented With hearing la general Lecture 
ppon Lem and Phy 


fick read once or twice a 

eek to them? would they not always ab. 
ply-for private Advice and ene, | 
9 particular Occaſions might :Fequire;? 1 
Certainly they would and they would go 2 | 

do likewiſe, had they as great a. 


= Good of, their Souls, as they have » 


* \ 4 9 8 | 
the Health of their en; and rhe Securing 
their Eſtates. 582 488 f 
And yet, which makes the Folly: of neg. 
leaing this Duty the greater; the Advie 
of the Lamyer and Phyſician may not be asked 
or when asked, may not be followed, wit 
out Sin; whereas, Chriſtians can neither 
neglect asking or following the Ad vice of ti 
Spirit nal without Sin and Dane 
Which, 
4. Is a fonts Arkuwient for the Necſſit 
of _ Duty SINE indeed, a 2 » 
.Conlequence of what has been 
deliver under the former: fag , "Y 
For to what Purpofe would 
. Chriſt have appointed an Order of Nen e 
be Spiritual Guides, if Men were at liberty H 
N and deſpile their Counſel and At [4 
vice al 4 
Io ſu y mp that He hath authorized ſon 
to take Care of Souls, and yet laid no Obli 
gation upon others to committ the Care 
their Sous unto them, is a Reflection up 
his Wiſdom; and therefore to deſpiſe then 
or their Authority, is, in Effect, a deſpiſiſ 
of him who gave it. This is what he wy 
ſelf hath expreſly aſſured us of, He th 
heareth yon, heareth me; and he aber de ſpiſet 
you, deſpiſeth me z he that deſpiſeth mi 
Ow bins. that ſent me (): He. 1 


— — 3 * — nns 
* - * 


Wo) "Luk. x. 16. 


"A 
. 


I "10 )) nn 
fore ſaid to his 


you, receiveth me; and he that: receiveth me, 
eceiveth him · that ſent me (a); and threatned 


that which would be inflicted on Sodom and 


only, bad | their Authority thus ſecured to 
chem, he confirms the ſame to the Seventy 
alſd, yea, in general to whomſoever he ſhould 
end after wards. Verily, verily; I ſay unto 
you, he that receiverh mhomſoevrr I: ſend, re- 
rerverh me; and he that receiveth mo, receiver 
bm that ſent me (c). And therefore 8. Ne 
Jays in general, He that deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth 
Man, but God, who hath alſo given unto ut 


ame!Spigit that makes the ſucceeding Mi- 
Riſters, Overſeers of the Flock of Chriſt (e), it 
$. evident that it is equally dangerous to 
How greatly therefore are they miſtaken, 
tho think that tho? ſo mach Regard and Sub- 
miſſion was due to the Apoſtles, yet little or 


hem io the ſame Miniſtry of the Word and 
pacraments? “ As Chriſt gave that Autho- 
e rity, which he receiveth from the Father, 
to his Apoltles, and afterwards to thoſe 


4 *. FI "OY 6 * * 


* * 


(a)--Matth.-x- 40- (b) bid. ver. 14, 1 6.— (e) Job. 
Ill. 20. (4) 1 Ibeſſ. iv. 8.  (e)  AR&XX, 28. 
«+ ; 7% * that 


L 
* 


Apoſtles, E thit recdiveth © 


#hoſe with a; worſe Puniſhment; than even 


Gomorrah at the Day of judgment (6). And 
leſt. it ſhould; be thought: that the Apoſtles 1 


bs HelyiSpirit (d). And ſince it is the ſelf. 


none at all is due to thoſe who now ſucceed 


— — 


0 11 23 1 
40 « that are ſtill. his Miniſters, ſo does he r re- 
vire all Men to own it, and ſubmitt unto 
«it; and account the Diſdwning, the nor 
cc. Obeying, the RejeRing, and the Deſpiſing 
« them in the Exerciſe of it, 38 the Diſown- 
ing, the Neglecting, and Deſpiſi ing of him 
ce and his Authority; and the Father alfo' 
4e will judge it to be a Rejecting, and Deſpi- 
< ſing of him, and his Soverei pa P Power and' 
©. Authority, at the laſt Day.” ö 
Farther, from the Generality of theſe Ex- 
preſſions, it is, think, plainly evident, that 
equal Regard is to be paid to the private and 
public Inſtructions of the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
that Chriſtians are no more at Liberty to de- 
ſpiſe the one than the other, and that aff? 
Things whatſoever agreeable ta tie Word o of Gon 
which. they: ſhall bid them to vbſer ve; we be: n 
Seaſpn,or out of Seaſon. in Pridate,/or i in'Publick, 
they are obliged' to abſerve and do. And they 
cannot neglect or deſpiſe them, without incur⸗ 
ring the Guilt of contemning Chriſt's Authos! 
rity, and diſobeying his Commands; for cer. 
tainly, as much Regard is due to thoſt thät 
ſit ia Chr:ſt? 82 we _ who! did ſit in 
Moſes's Chair. in 2113 198 
Nor ſhall BE letwe Chriſt is ſo 
tender of tie Authority of his Miniſters, ſo 
ſeyere againſt thoſe tllat deſpiſe them, Iiſ W . 
conſider how the Authority of the Pnieſtsg 
even under the Law was ſereened and 
ſecured, and thę Exer. Pugiſhment g 
Hen ö id 


* 
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Mid, light N (a Head of thoſe that con- 

temned it. 8 35 

It was 88 of the Law of Moſes, Thit 

74 there ariſe a Matter too hard for thee in en of — 
55 | 


ment, thou ſhalt ariſe and come unto the Prie 
2 Levites, and unto the Fudge that ſhall be in 
oſe Days; and enquire, and a ſhall ſhew thee 
the Sentence of Judgment; and thou ſhalt do ac- 
7 ding to the Sentence, which they of that Place 
which the Lord ſhall chooſe.) ſhall ſhem thee; 
Land thou ſhalt obſerve to do according to all that 
iebey inform thee ;, and the Aan that will do pre- 
Mumptuouſly, and will not hearken unto the Prieſts, 
bor unto the Fudge, even that Man ſhall die, an 
hon ſhalt put away the Evil from Iſrael (a). 
E Here we ſee with what Authority the 
erieſts under the Law were inveſted, how 
they were to be conſulted upon particular 
Occaſions; what Regard was to be paid to 
their Sentence and Judgment, and how ſe- 
| yere was the Puniſhment: Him who would 
| not be determined by it, and do accordin 
to it, his Sin was a preſumptuous Sin, an 
Death was the Puniſhment of it. * 
And were the Jews ſo much obliged to con- 
Ja the Prieſts under the Law, and are Chriſ- 
as under no Obligation to adviſe with the 
| Miniſters of Chriſt; under the Goſpel ? Was 
TI great a Regard and Deference to be paid 
| to: the Sentence of the former, and is there 
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O Den n e 


none 
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„ 
none at all due to the judgment of the latter? 
Was it ſo great a Sin in the Fews, not to de 
as they were informed by the Prieſt, and is it 
none at all in the Chriſtian? It is true in- 
deed, theDeſpifers of the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
are not, as they that deſpiſed the Prieſts of 
the Law, to be put to Death without Mercy; 
but ſtill they have Reaſon to think, that as 
their Sin is equally Great, ſo will their Pu- 
' niſhment be in the other World, ſince they 
deſpiſe not Men, but God. 
And that they may be ſaid to deſpiſe 
Chriſt's Miniſters, who do not conſult them 
as their Spiritual Guides, and ſubmitt to their 
Inſtructions, will, in tze 

5th place, Be ſtill more evident from thoſe 
plain Commands, requiring 
them to do ſo. . ren | 
That the Children of Ig 1j/<ommands of 


. g the Holy Jeripturt. 
rael were obliged to this Duty, 1 


is evident, not only from the above- cited 
Text of the Law, but from theſe following 
Commands of the Prophets: Thus ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts, ast the Prieſts concerning. the' ' 
Law (a). And again, The Prieſt's Lips ſhall 
keep Knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek the Law 
at his Mouth (b). Here, as it is ſaid to be 
the Duty of Prieſts to keep Knowledge, or, 
as it is in another Place expreſſed, fe teach 
the good Knowledge of God (c); ſo alſo is it 


— — 


(a) Hag. ii. 11. () MA. ii. 7. (02 Chron. Xxx. 22. 4 
$ PEE 8 commanded 
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„ (14) 1 8 
jj ommanded the People, that they ſhould ſeek 
ve Law at his Mouth, which Words were written 
far our Admonitian; and Chriſtians ſhould - 
h hence learn, if they are fc&, to ſend to, if 
they are wel, they ſhould come to, the Elders 
of the Church, and ſerk the Goſpel: at ther 
| XMeuth, deſire to be fully inſtructed in all the 
h neceſſary Truths of it. + | 
| But we learn this from the Precepts of the 


| ſpel alſo; our Bleſſed Saviour gives it in 
as 


the Character of his Sheep, that they follow 
N the good Shepherd, that they know his Voice, that 
Stranger will they not follow, but will flee from 
| him; for they know not the Voice of Strangers, 
That the good Shepherd knows bis Sheep, and alſo. _ 
i brown. of. them (a). Which Words, tho' | 


they are primarily to be underſtood. of the 
Loren Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souts, and tjge 
Obedience that is due to him, yet ſince he _ 
& himſelf tells us, that they that receive his 
Miniſters, receive him, we may conclude, 
tchot they that receive him, receive his Mi- 

8 nifters: alſo, know and folom them; which 
Words imply their Attendance and Depen- 
dence upon them, and Submiſſion to their 


- 


Agreeable with which are theſe Words of 


8. Paul, And we be ſeech you, Brethren, to know _. 
hn which labour among hon, and are over you. 
in the Lords and. admomſh yow-(b),, And he 
'Y 4a) x. 45714. Def v. 12. „ 
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every one that helpeth wit 
mand which we have, Obey them that have 
watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give Ac- 
Grief, for that is unprofitable for you (G). 


are not at Liberty to ohey or diſobey, as they 


beſeeches the Corinthians, not only to know, b 
ro ſubmirt themſelves to all ſuch as have addiſted 
themſelves to the — of the Saints, and to 

us, and laboureth (a). 
But moft full to this Purpoſe is that Com- 


Rule over you, and ſubmitt yourſelves, for they 
count, that they may do it with Joy, and not with! 


The Word Hynes is the ſame with that 
which is applied to Chriſt our King himſelf. 
Ex od tydp iN ινο,e qu ys uer © de motpares my 
Abi pus. — A Governor which ſhall rule my 


People (c). Which Obſervation alone ſuffi- 


ciently confutes the Opinion of thoſe, that 


contend it does not properly ſignify a Ruler 


or Governor, but only a Guide; nor is it any 
- where thus tranſlated through the whole Ney 


Teſtament, thoꝰ ſeven times uſed in it. 
But to let this paſs, ſuppoſe it doth here 
ſignify 4 Guide, it is ſuch a Guide as Chriſtians 


ſnall think fit, like or diſſike him; but they 
are plainly and poſitively commanded, not 
only to obey, but to ſubmitt themſelves. 
Habs x drr, Words the moſt expreſ- 
ſive of Obedience and Submiſſion; and which 
plainly prove, that it is the Duty of the pri- 
vate Chriſtian ſubmiſſively to receive and fol 


(4) I Ep. Xvi. 15. (6) Aebr. iii. 17. (e) Marth.ii. 6. 
C 2 low 


n 


. 


. 
1 
1 


i 
governed by them, except they are lainly 
contraty to the Word of God. Yet farther, 
it is here ſaid, That they that have the Rule over 
| | them, muſt wack for the Souls of their People, 


Judgment; which neceflarily ſuppoſeth the 
People s putting their Souls under their Care 


State and Condition of them, and their be- 
ing directed and guided by them; fince with- 


cult Duty, which is here impoſed upon them, 
to diſcharge that weighty Truſt which is re- 
poſed in them: And to induce them to this 
unpleaſant Duty, tis here plainly intimated, 


CF their S Spiritual Teachers and Governors, they cane 
not give up their Account of them with Foy, but 


be unprofitable to thoſe that are guilty of it, 
e. it will be highly prejudicial unto them, 
occaſion the Ruin and Loſs of their Souls. 
Vet ſtill farther, in the laſt place, let theſe 
Words of S. James be ſeriouſly 
. conſider'd, Confeſs your Faults one 
of : to another (4). Upon which Words 


I King's Manuſcripts (to which Dr. Milles 


(4) S. Fames v. 16. 
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low his Spiritual DireQions, to be guided and 


Wl. and give an Account of them at the Day of 
and Conduct, and acquainting them with the 


out theſe Things it is impoſſible for the Paſtors 
of the Flock of Chriſt to perform that diffi- 


that except the People will obey and ſubmitt to £ 


L with Grief; and that Non-ſubmiſſfion would 


pr. Hammond bath this — « That the 


I. a 1 ET. &« has 


— 


(ww) 
« has added ſeven more) reads this Blade | 
« with ſome Variation, *Efouexeyrde Ty, &&. 
* 4 therefore your. Sins one to-another, the 
4% fy therefore, connecting it to what went be- 
A fore the Prayer and Abſolution of the El- 
e ders: And indeed, the Elders being/ the 
ce only Perſons, who are ſent for, and 13 
« pulls to be pteſent there, and who, er 
« officio, will be moſt fit to be compared with 
4 Elias's Praying, it muſt follow, that the 
© ANAG, One to another, muſt be reſtrained 
« only to the Elders. aforementioned, ( as, 
& All of them be ſubj ject to one another (a), muſt 
4 ſignify, as it is defined by the Matter, Sub- 
4e jection, which is not mutual, nor of 
« riors to Inferiors, but only of ufer iors to 
« Superiors) and the Confeſſing of Sins to 
them, be here preſcribed as the Preparas 

« tive and Condition of Abſolation : Te 
e which Purpoſe it is certain, that as Re- 
« peatance, if it -be ſincere, comprehends 
« Confeſſion to God ; and if the Penitem 
<< deſire to approve the Sincerity of it to the 
« Spiritual Perſon, and obtain Adſolation 
« from him, it is neceſſary that he makes at 
& leaſt a General Confeſſion, and fuch as ſha} 
* not hide any Sort of his Guilt from him, 
(us we tead at John's Baptiſm (b), where 
the Greek Fathers and Scholiaſts agree, aut 
« tire, u d rag xνν W 0. 


(a) 1 Pei. v. 3. - 6) Manh. iii. 6. * ] 3) 1 


Every faithful Man ought to tell his Of- 
$ fences, and to renounce and diſclaim them) 
and ꝛtis very uſeful and expedient, that he 
„ deſcend to Particulars, that his Prayers 
4 may be more particularly adapted to his 
“ Wants, and probably prove more Effica- 
< cious by.theſe Means; ſo this particular 
Conſeſſion will be very advantageous to 
the Penitent, for the obtaining Direction 
to the moſt proper Remedies, for the re- 
ft <* ſiting and preventing the Returns of thoſe 
dias, in order to his fortifying himſelf a- 
# gainſt them.. | 

But ſuppoſing this Interpretation of this 
Judicious Great Man, was not moſt agreeable 
to the Mind of the Apoſtle, yet here is a plain 
Command to confeſs our Sins not only unto 
Cod, but to Man alſo; and if it be our Duty 
o confeſs our Faults to our Brethren, that 
they may pray for the Pardon of them, it 
will not ſurely be deny'd, that it is at leaſt 
Jequally needful and convenient, to confeſs our 
Ef Faults: to thoſe Spiritual Guides, whoſe Duty 
E hand Office it is to reſtore. them that are overtaken 
with them (a); to pray for them; to whom is 
| given the Aſini ſtry of Reconciliation- (b) 5 and 
e whom Chriſt having ſaid, Whoſe ſoever Sins 
| ye-remittthey are remitted; and whoſe ſoever Sins 
Flyer retain, they are retained ; hath given them 
Power and. Authority, to declare and pronounce 


BE (6) Gal.viitu (© 2 c. ve 18. 
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to his People, being Penitent, the Abfolution 
Remiſſion of their Sins. | 
And to the Practice of this, Chriſtians ar 
ſtill more encouraged, not only by the Exan 
ple of thoſe, that were baptized by John, co 
fel ing their Sins (a); but of thoſe- thae | 
| lieving, confeſſed and er- their Deedi wn 
Paul (b)- 3 8: 134 |} 
The Church of Rome dorh indeed i grout 
the Neceſſity of Auricular Confeſſion upon theſ 
Texts of Scripture, and accordingly deter 
mines, That it is neceſſary for every Chriſtian 
to confeſs all his ſecret Sins, with their Ag 
gravations, unto a Prieſt, under Pain of fo | 
feiting the Forgiveneſs of them (ax X 24 

The Church of England hath not ſo de 
mined, yet hath ſhe no where expreſly con 
demned this Doctrine: She doth not com 
mand her Members to confeſs all their Sins 
unto a Prieſt, under the Penalty of Damna 
tion, yet ſhe recommends: Confeſſion, as it 
ſome Caſes neceſſary, and in others as high 
expedient and uſeful. 4 I 
In Conformity. with the practice of th 
Primitive Church (4), ſhe requires: thoſe c 
her (hi Va that have _ _ and no | 


- a 
. | 


— 


CO_—_ 


(0 Math. ii 6. (b) 435 i xix: g. r 
(c) Concil. Trid. Seſſ. 14. Can. 7. Cat. ad Pa | 
ſub Confefſ, . 4 
(4) Vid. Johnſon's Unbl, Sacr. Part II. p. 236. 
nitential DEITY of the Urn Church, P. 44. 


x | | tori io ; 
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Ftorious Offenders, to make open Confeſſion 


| thus ſhe Orders 1a the Rubrick before the 
| | Communion, Ss many as intend to be Partahers 
[ of the Holy Commmnion, ſball ſignify their Names 
theo the Curate, at leaſt ſome Time the Day before; 


firſt, but every time they Communicate ; and 
vas this Rubrick obſerved, there would not 
be ſo many Unworthy Communicants. And if 
. of thoſe, that ſigni yd their Names, be an 
Fhoper: and notorious evil Liver, the Curate havin 
Knowledge thereof, ſhall call him, and — 
| him, that in any wiſe be preſume not to come to 
ebe Lord's Table, until be have openly declared 
inſelf to have truly repentad, and amended his 
Ehfermer Life, that the Congregation may thereby be 
FELariefied, which before was offended. And with 
Freſpect to more private and ſecret Sins, the 
Curate is to exhort his People, ſaying, That 
f auy of them cannot quiet his Conſcience, but 
EErequireth farther Comfort or Counſel, let bim 
Ei come to me, or to ſome other diſcreet and learned 
Auniſter of God's Mord, and open hit Grief, 
be by the Miniſtry of God's Holy Word, he 
nay receive the Benefit of Abſolution, together 
with Ghoſtly Counſel and Advice, to the quicting 
Elf of his Conſcience, and avoiding of all Scruple and 
EEDoubtſulneſs. And ſtill more plainly: in the 
Office of the Viſitation of the Sick, the Mi- 
Miſter is enjoined, nor only in general, to exa- 


to the Prieſt before the Congregation : For 


which is required to be done not only the 


Ci X&A 


nine, whether the ſick Perſon truly repent him of 
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before it is made. 


Viſitat. Infirmorum. 
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his Sins; but he is fart her to move him to males 
Special Conſeſſ ion of his Sins, if he feels his Con 
ſcience troubled with any weighty Matter: Aſis 
which Coufeſſion of his Sins, the Prieſt ſhall abſoly 
him, if be humbly and heartily deſire it. 

From whence it ſeems: plain, That the 
Church here inſiſts ſo much upon Confeſſion 
that without it ſhe would: not have Abſelario 
given, fince it is faid,'-4fter which Confeſſio 
the Prieſt ſhall abſolve. He is not obliged; ol 
rather, he is not at n to abfolve him 


Agreeable with this Doctrine of obr 
Church, we find not only the Judgment o 
Dr. Hammond, in the above-citcd. Annota! 
tion; but the Author of The Whole Duty 0 
Man, and Biſhop Taylor (a) earneſtly recom 
mend this Duty, give many Arguments for 
it, and anſwer all the Objections againſt i 
And amongſt the Primitive Fathers, Clemen 
Alex. ag inſiſts upon „ oo 
it, faying, * „ Wherefore it „e 90 
0e highly behoveth him who is cocaebr, &. 
« Rich and Mighty, and whom Clem. Ak- 
i Power and Riches have puffed Quiſnam Pi. 
« up, to ſet a Man of God over , . 41. 
« himſelf, who may be an Aſſiſtant and God 
te yernor unto him. Have one, at leaſt 
« whom thou may it regard, a: whom 


| (a) Holy Living and Dying, p. 192. d. Stearne di 
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bon may ' ſt ſtand in awe of: Be diligent to 
e hear him f. peak freely unto thee, ſome- 
4 — rebuking thee ſharply, and ſometimes 
uling Mildneſs towards thee; for it is not 
& profitable for thee always to be at eaſe, al- 
ways to have dry Eyes; but to weep ſome- 
times, and to endure Hardſhip for thy 
[6c + Health ſake; ſo nothing is more perni- 
© cious unto the one, than a continued Scene 
“ of Pleaſure; it is bliaded by Softneſs and 
1 Indulgence, but is made better and more 
* conſtant by Plain-Dcaling, Be afraid of 
* thy Guide when he is angry; and be con- 
* cerned when he grieves for thee : Pay a 
t ſtri& Regard to his milder Reproofs, and 
'# prevent his deprecating Judgmeat falling 
* upon thee: He will be in — often, 
| [i © pouring ont Prayers unto God for thee, 
8 and pacifying the Father by his repeated. 
% Supplications. He will offer up pure 
| 40 Hands for thee ; being regarded by thee 
1 e ag the Angel of God; in nothing made 
b << ſorry by thee, only careful for thee.” This 

is true Repentance. 
And, indeed, had we not theſe Examples, 
and this Authority in the Holy Scriptures, 
for this Duty; and agreeable hereto, the 
Pradice of the Primitive. Church, and the 
EE lnjunQions of our own; yet ſince the Mi- 
iſters of Chriſt are Spiritual Guides, and 
Phyſicians of Souls; ſince they cannot well 
admiaiſter unto them, if they kaow oor 
cheit 


x 
? 


| 
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their State and Condition; if they will not 
confeſs their Faults unto them; the Expes 
diency, if not Neceſſity of doing fo, does from 
hence evidently appear according to the Ob- 
ſervation of S. Jerome, If he that is wound- 
ed with Sin, will not lay open his Wound 
to the Phyſician of his Soul, he cannot ſo 
& effectually adminiſter to his Neceſſity, nor 
_ « f well aſſiſt him in the Curing of it; and: 
e therefore the Duty which he owes to him- | 
<« ſelf, obligeth him to confeſs his Sins, and 
declare his Caſe to his Spiritual Guide and 

„ Phyſician” (a)- ; _— 


(a) Si tacuerit qui percuſſus eft, & nec egerit Pcenie / 
tentiam; nec Vulnus ſuum Fratri & Magiſtro voluerit 
confiteri, Magiſter, qui lingua m habet ad Curandum, 
facile ei prodeſſe non poterit; ſt enim erubeſcat ægro - 
tus Vulnus medico confiter i quod ignorat, medicina 0 
non curat. J. Hier, cap. 10. Eccleſ, ors 
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INC E then God hath ap- | 
pointed an Order of Men to 
be Spiritual Guides, how comes 
it to paſs, that they are ſo 
ſeldom received and conſulted 
as . and that there is ſo little Deſire of, 
| v. Taki from ſo little Regard paid to, their 
. of Shame. ” Admonitions and Guidance ? Is 
it, O Man, becauſe thou art 
i aſhamed to confels thy 1gnorance, and to 
aẽõ open thy Caſe unto thy Spiritual Paſtor? 
But why ſhouldſt thou be more aſhamed to 
confeſs thy Ignorance in Spiritual, than in 
[If Temporal Matters; or, is the Ignorance of the 
former more excuſedle, and of leſs dange- 
rous Conſequente, than 'of the latter ? Thou 
may'ſt ſafely, . without gaining any great 
Shame, Harm, or Loſs unto ehyjelf, be unac- 
quainted with, and unskilful i ia, many Things 
pertaining to this Life; whereas, if thou art 
unwiſe, and not underſtanding what the Will of 
the Lord is, thou wilt periſh everlaſtingly for 
lack of Knowledge : And therefore it is, that 
| iſ Wie Mau fo often inculcates theſe Pro- 
| verbs, 


(25) 1 


'verbs, ' Fools deſpiſe Wiſdom and Inſtr uffiof: 


Hear Inſtruction, and be wiſe. Whoſo loveth 
Inſtruction, toveth Knowledge ; but he that | 
hateth Reproof, is brutiſh. Poverty and Shame 

ſhall be to him that refuſeth Inſtruction. He 
that + ors Inſtruftion, deſpiſeth his own 
. Soul (4). C A | 

lt may be, thou art aſhamed to acknowledge 
thy Faults, or to lay open thy Caſe unto thy 
Spiritual Paſtor, or afraid that this will ex- 
poſe thee too much to him, and leſſen his} 
Opinion of thee: But art thou aſhamed to 
diſcover the moſt ſecret and ſhameful Diſeaſes] 
of thy Body, when thou askeſt the Advice} 
of thy Phyſician concerning the Cure off 
them? Does any one ſue thee at the Law, and} 
endeavour to take away thy Right? doſt not 
thou preſently lay open thy whole Caſe to 
ſome skilful Lawyer? or, doſt thou keep 
back any Thing from him, that may in the 
leaſt concern thee, or be of Uſe to hi te, 
know? Why then art not thou equally open 
and free in diſcovering the hidden Vices and 
Corruptions of thy Soul to him, whom thou 
conſulteſt concerning the Salvation of it? 
Or, how canſt thou expe& Ghoſtly Advice 
and Counſel from him, ſuch as may tend ta 
thy Soul's Health, if thou neglecteſt to lay 
open thy true State and Condition to him? 
"What ſhall I do to be ſaved? is a Queſtion 


wy (a) Prov. i. 7. viii. 33. xii. 1. Xilie 18. and XV. 320 
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„of infinitely more mowegt to thee, than 
„Thing that concerns thy Body or Eſtate; 
how. then canſt thou Ban Baſe, till thou att 
able fully to anſwer it? And be whom thon 
. conſulteſt, inſtead of having the worſe, will 
have the better Opinion of thee, when he 
eth thee in good Earneſt deſirous of Salva- 
tion, and with Devout Cornelius, ready t 
2 all Things that are commanded thee of 


7 bs more open and ingenuous thou art 
with ! the more will he eſteem thy Si a- 
cerity; and 5f in manifeſting thyſelf unto him, 
chere appear ſome Faults — Sins hich thou 
--baſt, been guilty of, yet do not theſe leſſen 
his goed Opinion of thee, but rather increaſe 
it; fince the more open and free thou art in 
3 the Confeſſion of thy Sins, that thou may iſt 
receive Advice concerning them, the — 
thou convinceſt him of thy true Repentance; 
and he looks upon thee now no longer as a 
Sinner, but as an Innocent Perſon, being fariC- 
fy'd, that thou art a Trae Peyitent;, and: if 
thou followeſt his Advice, and keepeſt thy 
Keſolutions of Amendment, he will have 
more Joy from thee, than from thoſe that need 
no Repent ance; for as there is Joy in Heaven, 
{op alſo amongſt all good Men on hen at 
ene Sinner. that repenteth. 

But ſtill thou art afraid, that he will diſto- 
ver thy Eaults. or others, and 
l be thoy, haſt been guilty. of - ſome 


Crimes, 8 


\ 


4 © call'd in the Cafe of Achan; by confeſſing 


| 


| 


I fuch a Caſe, tho' it is not to be ſuppoſed, 


' 


. prevent this Objection :- However, let it de A 


* ledgeſt the juſtiee of God in puniſhing 


a 6 37 * h 
Crimes, which it may not be ſafe or prudent; . 


1 
| 
to make known to any Perſon in the World: 
| 

N 


thap hewho is willing to take upon him the 
Care of thy Soul, ſhould ever be a Revealer #1 
thy Secrets, and- betray the Truſt and Confi- 
, dence repoſed'i in him; yet may: ſt thou, with 
out diſcovering thyſelf,” ask Advice, as it 


were, for a third Perſon ; - what ſuch an ones, 


that had been guilty of ſuch a Crime, or 
Crimes, ſhould be adviſed to do, in order to 
approve the Sincerity of his Repentance, and 
to obtain the Pardon of his Sins? 

2. But ſtill thou may'ſt urge farther, why 
_ 1 —.— my Sins unto 5 
Man? is it not ſufficient to con- | 
ffs them unto God? £0 1 ale 

Now, what has been already offered, does 


conſider'd farther, That tho' it may not be 
neceffary, in order to obtain the Forgive- 
neſs of Sins, yet joined with the other Acts 
of Repentance, it may make it more Effica- 
cious, for the obtaining of it. As it is 
« the beſt Teſt that any can give of his Hu- 
„ mility, Sincerity, and Converſion, when 
« he thus judges and condemns himſelf, and 
i gives Glory te God, as tis particularly ſo 


thy Sins in this Manner, thou effectually 
„ killeſt the Root of Pride, and acknow- 


D. 2 « thee; 


——— — 


— — 
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% thee ; and by ſuchan Act of judging thy= 
| < ſelf * thou preventeſt the more angry | 
| _ judgment of God hereafter (a).“ For ix 
N we would judge nee we ſhevld nat be Judged 
( of the * (6). 

It is neceſſary alſo, in order to the better 
| underſtanding of the Nature of the Sins thou 
| may'ſt have been guilty of, and the Degrees 
| 

| 

| 


TOs” ©" 
"ſt * : 


— 
— 


— 


of that Repentance that may be requiſite ian 
order to obtain the Forgiveneſs of them's 
that the Righteous Man may the better ſuit 
bis Prayers to thy Condition, and more ef- 
fectually ſend them up to Heaven for thy 
Pardon; that he may alſo the better adapt 
his Counſel and Advice to it, and thou may 'ſt 
receive more proper and uſeful Directions 
| how to overcome thy Sin, and to be reſtored 
from it, for the Time to come: And it will 
not a little ſerve to this good End and-Pur- 
poſe, when thou ſeeſt that the Repetition of 
it will expoſe thee to more Shame and Trou- 
ble, as the NN of it contradicts the 
Pride and Naughtineſ; ſs of thy Heart... 
3. But this, perhaps, may be a ſtill farther 
5 Objection againſt, the Practice 
benz — of this Advice, That it may ex- 
| fone. | - poſe thee not only to Shame, 
but to too much Pain and Trou- 
ble; that the Man of God may deal too 1 


_— * 


1 Clerg mans C anpation in Viſiting the rich pi go 
nee xi. 31. EY 


ſeverely 7 


* 
— 


_ 
- 
ts — "PER ye 
— 
* 
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to ſearch to the Bottom of the Wound, andy 


ſeverely with thee, and 1 impoſe 90 much 

upon thee. 
And does he that has a mortal, ora dan- 
gerous Wound given him, forbear ſending) 
for, or going to, a skilful Surgeon, for Yeu | 
he ſhould cut or ſcarify him too much, or} 
put him to too much Pain and Torment | 
Does he not rather ſuffer, yea, deſire him 


to apply the moſt proper, tho” they may k { 
the molt corroding and painful Medicines? 'Þ 
Even ſo, if thou haſt « Spirit wounded with} 
Sin, and art in good Earneſt deſirous of being} 
cured of it, thou wilt refuſe no preſent Pain 
and Trouble, that may be requiſite and cog- 
venient, in order to procure thy Eaſe and | 
Vo 1 
. But il, What Occaſion of conſulting a 
Spiritual Guide i in Private, when 1 
there is ſo much Publick Preach- 1 — Pubs 
ing, and fo many good and uſe- * 
ful Books written for the Direction and Af 
ſiſta nce of Private Chriſtians ? | 
- That Publick Preaching will not reach the | 
Caſe, and ſerve the Neceſſities of all private} 
Chriſtians, has already been obſery'd; the 
Obſervation is equally true of the Books that 
have been written, tho” they are of great Uſe 
and Benefit to the ferious Reader; and many 
there are, that, are often Reading, aud yet 
ne der come to the Knowledge of the ruth; they 
meer not with that which is proper for their 
| if BANE nn 


( 30) 


eme Man ſhould guide them (a) ? A living 


the Way to Happineſs, it is certainly the 
moſt prudent, and the ſafeſt Method, for the 
private Chriſtian to apply to, and rely upon, 


[this inſtituted Means of Inſtruction; and 
there is much more Ground and Reaſon to 4 


expect the Divine Bleſſing upon it, than upon 
any other Way or Means of eur own Deviſing. 


Guide 55 much better than dead Letters; and 
ſince God hath been pleaſed to appoint ſuch, 
hat they may inſtruct and lead his People in 


dwn Caſe; or, if they do, yet know not how. 
No apply it: They that are unlearned and un- 
able, do, too often, wreſt the Scriptures to their 
pwn Deſtruttion, inſtead of learning from them 
phe Way of Salvation; and all other Writings - 
are to them dead Letters. They underſtand. 
ot what they read; and how can they, except 


Since God hath appointed, That the Prieſt's 


Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and that the People 
ſbould ſeek the. Lam at his Mouth; this, with- 
out doubt, is the likelieſt Method of finding 
tt. Who would content himſelf with read- 
ling; Books of Law or Phyſik, without con- 
ſulting with . thoſe that are skilled in thoſe 
Sciences? Or, if he ſhould, and truſt to his 
ewn Judgment, his Reading may only ſerve to 
increaſe his Diſtemper, and to run him into 


the greater Difficulties? And is Divinity the 


only Science that admitts of no Difficulties? 


1 


— * 
= — 


0 Ads viii. 30, 31. 
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vot ſo eaſy, as not N to want the 


of his wounded Conſcience, J have none that 


"THI, = 
May Men here more ſafely lean to PIE owe. k 
Underſtandings, and think themſelves wiſer than 
their Teachers? They that do ſo, will be ia 4 
great Danger of being, toſſed about. with every ö 
Wind of Dectrins; e wandering out of the } 
May. and at laſt will fall into the. Ditch, It | 
' is true, indeed, all thoſe Things which are 
neceſſary to Salvation are ealily known; yet 


Inſtruction and Guidance of thoſe. ht 9 
Spiritual, to teach them more perfect. 
5. And let they tbat want chem, ſayeſt 
thou ſtill, crave their Ad vice and: -- 
Direction: Let the Ignorant and 
Unlearned apply for Knowledge in | 
the Will of God; as for me, / am already NOS: 
raughly furniſhed with it Let, the doubting 
Chriſtian ſeek to have his Doubts reſolved, Jam 
ſtrong in Faith, not hing doubt ing. Let the profi- 
gate Sinner ask for Medicine to heal the Sores, 


5. From not 
aum it. 


trouble and diſquiet mine + Let the ſlothful- 
Chriſtian ſee to have the Lets and Hindrances, þ 
in his Way to Heaven, removed, l thank God, 
I have none to remove; Jam not as other Men 
are, but run with Chearfulneſ; the Way of Gods 
Commandments :' And they that are whole, have | 
no need of a Phyſician, but they that are ſick » | 

*Tis true, — if this be thy Caſe, thou 
haſt no need of one; but take heed thou 

doſt not deceive thyſelf; that thou: ſayeſt,4 
not, Tam rich and increaſed wich Me = 
ave | 


(32) 
ave need of nothing, and knoweſt not that thou 


1d naked (a). For the Heart is deceitful a- 


now it ? So that, as the Author of The Whole 
Duty of Man judiciouſly obſerves, ** God 


« whom this Advice may be uſeful (of con- 
& ſulting aSpiritual Guide) there are others 
& of another Sort, whoſe Confidence is their 


e the Goodneſs of their Eſtates; and for 
&« thoſe, it were moſt happy if they could be 
& brought to hear ſome more equal Judg- 
« ment than their own, in this fo weighty a 
te Buſineſs. The Truth is, we are generally 


& ſo apt to favour ourſelves, that it might 


c he.veryuſeful-for moſt, ſometimes to ad- 
te yiſe with a Spiritual Guide, to enable them 
s to paſs a right Judgment on themſelves ; 
, and not only fo, but to receive Inſtructions 
&« how to ſubdue and mortify thoſe Sins they 
* are moſt inclined to, which is a Matter of 
& fo much Difficulty, that we have no Rea- 


« ons in it“. | 
8 6 But after all, it may be, thou 
6. From tb vyilt meet with ſome that will ask 
r of thee, What Neceſſity is there for 
rt. all this? Why may it not be e- 
nough for thy Salvation, which is enough for 


(a) Kev. iii. 17. 


wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind. 
pove all Things, and deſperately wicked, who can 


knows, it is not only doubting Perſons, to 


& Diſeaſe, who preſume very groundleſly of 


&* ſon to deſpiſe any Means that may help 


. 4 * P 


the 


| 


1 


Country Parſon's Advice to his Pariſhioners, bes 


lar, and they that teach Men to be: fo, are 
rere ene 4 


-C 


the Salvation of moſt Men, who live and 
die, and go to Heaven without all this Trou-= 
ble; contenting themſelves to have a Mi⸗ 
niſter in their Pariſh, to hear him preach, 
and to receive the Sacrament from his Hands 
without putting themſelves, or him, to ſo 
much Trouble concerning their Souls; ik 
they may be ſaved without ſo much ado, Why 
mayeſt not thou? It is not good to be ſingu 


not their Friends hs he 06 
Tbis Objection, as it is propoſed, ſo I hall 
beg Leave to anſwer it, in the Words of Th 


cauſe it is a Book, tho' in few Hands, yet de- 
ſerves to bein all. 
Toſthoſe Men many Things may be res 
©: pliedʒ cut it may ſuffice to offer theſe few 
&« Things: to their Conſideration. We dq 
not take upon us to judge of the Everlaſting 
State of any, we leave That to be nunifeſted 
„in that Day, which ſhall bring to Light th. 
& moſt hidden Things. We do not bind Mer 
*. to take this Courſe, upon Pain of Ever 
* laſting Damnation; but ſurely every Mat 
eis. concerned to endeavour to ſave his owt 
„ Soul; and whether the beſt Way to de 
this, be to do as the moſt do, or to do as 

© have adviſed thee, do thou judge. Lool 


qe 


* 


© into the World, and obſerve the daily 


Miſcarriages of thoſe Men, whoſe PraQi 
: thou art urged to approve and imitate 
[ET | « Ho! 


"24 ) 
* How many of them, after many Years: 
going to Church, aud hearing of Sermans,, 
have no more Underſtanding in the very 
Principles of their Religion, than they 
had when they were Children; and of 
© whom we may ſay, as S. Pau did of ſome, 


* That they are ever Learning, but never able 
to come to the Knowledge of the Truth. How- 
many are there puffed up with a great O- 
* pinion of their own Knowledge, and know- 

nothing as they ought to know ;, and will never 
know any Thing, becauſe thoſe that ſhould-. 
* and would inftru& them, cannot know 


* them laſtructions. How many of them 
become a Prey to Seducers, and drink in 
"-danmable Dofrines with as much Hager- 

6 peſs, as they ſhould do the moſt Saving 
Truths, meerly becauſe. they take upo 
them to judge of every Thing, and will 
not take Ad vice of thoſe, whom God hath 
ſet over them, to direct them? How my 
go groaning under the Burden of troubled 
;Copſciences' for many Years, and it may 
be, after all, become deſperate, and lay 
violent Hands upon themſelves, becauſe 
they would not diſcover their Grief to a 
Spiritual Phyſician, wh» might have poured 
in Wine and Oil into their Wounds, and have 
bound them up to their Everlaſting Peace and 

Comfort How many are there, that goon 


in thoſe Things, which if they knew ts 


© be 


— — 


* their Ignorauce, till it is too late to. give 


—_ 


(80 


* be ſinful, they would leave and forſake 
« that call Exil G, ' and Go Evil ;" that 
40 WL Pe act to 'theniſelves,, when there is 10 
t Peace; which dingerous Miſtake would be 

0 retify'd by a Fairhſul Guide? Hou many 
go on in an evil Courſe, who might be 
4 perſuaded. to leave it:; but for ſome Preju- 
« dices which they have entertain'd, either 
| * againſt a good Life in general, or ſome 
“ particular Duties, or againſt ſome Doctrine, 
which, if received, would work a Refor- 
mation in them: Which Prejudices Chriſt's 
Miniſters cannot remove, becauſe they 
| know them not? How many, in a wel 
* that mean well, and make many go 
% Promiſes and Reſolutions, are overcome 
| © by their Uaſts, and the Temptations of 
| <« the Devil and the World, meerly for want 
« of Directions, particularly as to thoſe Luſts 

« and Temptations-?.Theſe ſad Shipwrecks,, 
* and many more, which thou mayeſt daily 

- © behold, may convince thee how dange- 

_ -**,/rous it is to goin the Common Way, and 
„bo much ſafer dt: will: be to follow the 
©, Advice whichI havefgidenthee: And if 
Men will not be perſuaded that it is their 
Duty to do thus, I am ſure they may ſee 
it is ſo much their Intereſt, that they can- 
Is not deſpiſe i it, without deſpiſing their o% 

; «. Souls. And as for the Imputation of n- 
. „ oularity; which thou mayelt be threatned 
a « with, it s. but what the beſt of. Chriſt's} 
2217 E Diſeiples 


; i Wk - 
p (36) 
*, Diſciples have undergone in all Ages, and 
% no good Chriſtian will make any Reckoning 
of it. Were we to pleaſe Men, we ſhould 
„ have Reaſon to-dread it; but ſince our 
4 Buſineſs. is to pleaſe God, and to ſave our 
-« Souls, it is no matter what they either 
4 ſay or think of us. Suppoſe, my Brother, 
6. that Chriſt, had ſhewell ' himſelf as much 
4 concerned for the Health of our Bodies, 
«or denkt of our Eſtates, as he bath 
done for the Salvation of our Souls; that 
zee he. had appointed an Order of Men to 
teach us how to get Money, or preſerre 
«. ourſelves in Health or Strength for many 
„% ears, and had given them as ſtrict a 
64 Charge to take Care of it, and be diligent 
% init; and had promiſed! them as great 
a6. Aſſiſtances to make ' their Cares and En- 
( - 4. deavours effectual to theſe Ends, as he hath 
done to the appointed Guides of Souls; 
Land that he had commanded all Men as 
$ .. <ſtrialy: to reſpect them as his Officers ap- 
pointed to theſe Purpoſes; to follow their 
00 Directions, and ſubmitt themſelves in all 
„% Things te them, as he has commanded 
4 Men to ſubmitt to their Spiritual Guides: 
„ Suppoſing this, I ſay, doſt thou think that 
Men would behave themſelves in that 
. Manner towards theſe good Friends of the 
„ Body, as they do to the great Friends and | 
BEI Guides of their Souls? Would they con- 
| 12 tent themſelves to hear them read once or 
13 3 twice 


N 


2 
1 
1 
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ce twice a Week a Publick Lecture of Phyſick 
* or good Husbandry ? No, no, we 
„ ſee every Man running to their Houſes 
* and, deſiring private Converſation wil 
e them; we ſhould hear one ſaying, Sir 
ce you take great Pains among us, and read 
very well and learnedly ; but 1 am a pooy 
e ignorant.Man, and underſtand: but little 
« and remember leſs, and therefore I pra 
you explain and repeat ſome of theſe good 
Things to me which you ſpeak in Publick. 
„ And another we ſhould hear complaining 
e that he could receive no Benefit by all his 
«© Pains, becauſe his Diſcourſes were not 
* proper for his Caſe, and therefore be- 
e © ſeeching him to conſider his particular Ne- 
« ceſſities, and to give him Directions ſuita - 
<< ble thereunto, &. This we may well 
„ ſuppoſe Men would do, from what we ſee 
ce them do now, when they need the Advice 
of Phyſicians, and of the Men of Skill in 
* worldly Matters; and we may. boldly ſay, 
ce that they would not ſpare (keeping till 
Ito the ers ) to make loud 
% Outcries en t the appointed Phyſicians, 
ce as being falſe to their Truſt, in caſe they 
& ſhould refuſe to hear them in private, and 
« referr them to their publick Lectutes. 
„, Now, let any Man tell me, why Men do 
not take the ſame Courſe, for their Souls, 
„which they would. take for their Bodies 
and Eſtates. Will. * er that their» 
TI «- Souls | 


4} 


(38) 


Souls have not ſo much need of the Help 


of the Help of Phyſicians : and that they 
know better how to ſecure their Spiritual 
and Eternal Welfare, than they do their 
Temporal? This would betray more ſtu- 
pid Ignorance, or deviliſh Pride and Self- 


Will they ſay, That the Miniſters may un- 
f derſtand the particular Neceſſities of every 


| taking the Courſe preſcribed ; "and that 
they may ſuit their publick Inſtructions, 
Exhortations, and Directions, to all Mens 


* This will be to make them more than Pro- 


1 


. 


make their Sermons, as God is ſaid, by 


very one; ; which 1 ſippoſe no Man in his 


We Wits wil do.” What then is the Reaſon, 


© of ir? Fot my part, I can give no — 5 
[<< -than this, That either they are groffy 18 
e norant, and little better than Beaſts in Un- 
a derſtanding; or meer 1nfidels, under the 
Name of Chriſtians; or ifthey do in ſome 
< ſort- believe the Goſpel, yet tHe cir Hearts, 
+ << are ſo far enga ed to the World, t M 
& cient have any ſerious ad conſth t 


ard to their Immortal Souls. * 


of Chriſt's Miniſters, as their Bodies have 


Conceit, than they are willing to diſcover. 


Perſon, and provide for them, without 


Capacities, how different ſoever they are? 


ets, to aſcribe a kind of Omniſcience to 
them; yea, and an Omnipotence too; to 


ſome, to have made the Mama in the 
6: Wilderneſs, agreeable to the Taſte of e- 


cc But | 


EPE oe: - 
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©. ferr nor to make choice of- a, Guide; — 0 


7 concerned to give thee the beſt Ad vice he 
C 


«6 al for this Good, ſince he hath par- 
"& *: icnlarly ordained it for that End. I 


6359 


d gut to put an End to this Matter, 
: the Cauſe of the Common Practice be god 
© or bad, 4 am ſure the Effects of it are ſ 
& adüd latenfable; the great Decay of Chril 
« tian Piety among us, the great [ncreaſe e 
te all Manner/of Wickedneſs, the Multiply 
ing of Errors, Schiſms, and Diviſions, hat 
ho one more viſible Cauſe than this; ; and 
till Men be convinced, that they owe 
greater Reſpect to their Spiritual Guides 
than their Practice carries in it, and wil 
be perſuaded to follow the Advice 1 hav 
now given them, I cannot hope to ſee an 
Stop put to theſe Evils: I beſeech rei 
therefore, my Brother, by all that js _ 
to thee, not to deſpiſe my Counſel. 


waen thou haſt done, be not {lack to deſne 
his Advice, nor ' backward to follow it; 
thou mayſt be confident of the Bleſſing o 


8 
God in ſo doing; thy Guide is particularly 


an, and God is concerned to make it ef- 
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CHAP II. 
.  Shewing who ir a 7 rue Paſtor, 

Wp now, at laſt; 1 hope I may 
; the great Neceſſity and Advan- 
Guide, and that thou art in good 


| Earneſt reſolved to conſult him, and to com- 
mit the Care of thy Soul unto. him. But 


is he ? Since there are ſo many falſe Teachers 
ly. cont out inte the World, how fhall I know which 
A true one? Among ſo many different Pre- 
{tenders to the Miniſtry, how ſhall I find out, 
s bich are indeed the Miniſters of Chriſt * Are 
if all Apoſtles? Are all Prophets? Are dll Tea- 

cher (a)? S. Paul plainly determines, that 


to the Angel of the Church of Epheſus, Thou 
| haſt tried them, which ſay they are Apoſiles, and 
i are not, and hiſt found them Lyars (b). And 


' were falſe Deceivers, who ſaid, that they 


— A __. . — 


d ſuppoſe thee fully convinced of 
tage of making Uſe of a Spiritual 


then thou mayſt juſtly ask, Who? Where 


they are not ſo; as alſo, Chriſt himſelf ſaith 


if in the Days of S. John the Apoſtle, there 


were 


1 


hath promiſed in his Holy Word. 


= 4 = * 
were Miniſters * nd were not, 
more are there ſuch in Pays en tH he 
ſhall I be able to know and find them out 
This indeed is a Queſtion of grand Ip 
tance; for Chriſt, Who hath appointed 9 
Order of Men to teach his People, hath for 
biaden "them to heap" to | themſelves Teathers 
warned us againſt thoſe that come in Ste 
Coat hing ane "Yr are Yavenous Holvel; „ ang 
aſſures us, Tha A e Blind lead the Blinal 
'they ſhall both fall into the Ditch It is td 
them only that derive their. Authority fro f 
him, through the Hands of the Apoſtles ang 
their Sucteſſors; and ate his commilhones 
Miniſters, that he hath promiſed his 1 
and " Aſſiſtance to the End ef the Mord. Sa 
that if he confirms the Ads, and dleſtes thi 
Miniſtry of any others, it is more than fle 


1 
1 
| 
* 


Nor is the Queſtion, of ſo great Difficulty; 
but that every one wight of himſelf judge 227 4 
Nen br; if without Partiality, and Wirten 
71, he would confider che following; Parts 
tothe and the Texts of Scripture annexed 

o them. 


That none ought to g ct as Miniſters of 
Chrit in bis Gherch; butthey chat have re- 
ceived a Commiſſion from him, ( 

That none can be ſaid to receive a Pirit . 
Commiſſion from him, but they who are eit hen 


04 Manth. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. 


E 3 medici 


(ao). 


ter (4). - 
That they that pretend to an immediate 
ICall, ought, as the Apoſtles did, to prove 
} Trath of their Miſſion, by working of Mi- 
acles,, till which Time no Regard is due to 
N eir Pretences ($). 
| That therefore the only ſanding regular 
Way of arp. Le this Honour, is the deriving of 
| t mediately throꝰ the Hands of others, from 
Pritt himſelf. 
That Chriſt himſelf, whilſt on Earth, had 
wo Orders of Men under him, the twelve 
bee and the Seventy; gave the Power 
ſending, or ordaining others, to the A- 
joſtles ;- and to them only, and thoſe that 
Eeceed them, did be give the Promiſe of his 
[Preſence and. Aſſiſtance unto the End of the 
4 erid (c 
That er Chriſt's Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
there were ſtill Three diſtinct Orders ſet apart 
to the Miniſtry, viz. Deacons, Presbyiers, or 
Elders; and a Rin Higher Order, which were 
l aperior too, and had Authority -over both 
| * 18 were, desde the „ Tt mY 


| 
; 
3 
b 
N 


4 * 4 _ 


(4) Rom. x. 1 i v. 4, 5. Als xiv; 23. Rev. 
3 = x (6) _— My 1 15. and ix. 6, 

be 1 iv. 1. (e ix. 1. Vie 13. X. 1. 
Ene 1 21. — Fob. XI. 21. Meth, XXViiie 16, 


— — — . 


ed; ately or immediately called and appointed | 
by bim: See the Texts cited under ha Let- * 


— 


- Tit, 


| 
3 
if 


_ 


is evident, That the Power of Ordination 


LTmothy and Titus, and in them alone without 


mon at Olebampion. 


3 | * 


— - l 
. a 
* 5 * — 
* — .. -h 
* 
* 9 
. 
> = 
| ; 
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Titus, S. James, ſurnamed the Juſt, and th 
Angels of the Seven Churches (4 * donne | 
That therefore in the Beginning of the 
Chriſtian Church there was not a Parity, but 
Inequality, or Prelacy in the Miniſters of it. 
That farther from the Holy Scriptures 1 


was lodged in thoſe of the Higheſt. Order, 


any others being mentioned with them (). 
That we have no Warrant from Scripture 
to conclude, that this Power was given by 
the Apoſtles to thoſe of the ſecond Order, 
now called Presbyters; the chief Text upon 
which this Warrant is ſuppoſed to be ground- 
ed, being that of the Apoſtle to Timothy, Neg- 
left not the Gift that is in thee, which was-givin; 
thee by Prophecy, with the Laying on of the Hands 
of the Presbytery (e). And as Mr. Roberts ju- 
dicioufly obſerves, © To make this Place 
de any. thing to the Purpeſe, theſe Three 
« Things atleaſt muſt be proved. 1. That 
© by Presbytery, is here meant a Company of 
« Perſons. 2. That theſe Perſons were all 
& meer Presbyters. 3. That none but ſuch 


gave Timothy his Ordination. The firſt of 


«© which is uncertain; the ſecond improba- 
« ble ʒ and the third abſolutely falſe” (4). 

(0 Ad, xii. 17. xv. 13. and xxl. 18. Gd. ib 9. 
1 Tim, v. 19, 22. Tit. i. 3. Revs ii. 2. () 1 Tin, v. 22. 
Tit. i. 5. (e) 1 Tim. iv. 14. () Viſitation Ser- 


1 . 
- Jab] 


(44 .) 
That ſince it does not appear, that the 
"Commiſſion to Ordain, which the Apoſtles re- 
:ceived from our Bleſſed Saviour, was ever 
granted by them to thoſe that are now called 
Pretbyters, they cannot juſtly lay Claim #0 the 


ceſſarily ſuppoſing a Cotiveyance, and being 
excluſive of all ere thoſe to whom 
it is given. 

That they who had ale <a af Ordination 
lodged in their Hands by the Apoſtles, had 
many Presbyters, and many. Congregations 


{theſe Texts of Scripture ()). 

380 far we may conclude from the Holy 

Scriptures themſelves; and from Primitive 

2 gl it is farther evident, a 
That immediately after the Death of 

| S. John, theſe three Orders, Biſbo ps, Pref- 

| byters, and Deacons, were eſtabliſhed in e- 

| yery Church; and the Power of Biſhops over 

—— ters univerſally n and aCkhow- 
1 - N 

hat down from the Begitining of Chriſtia: 


g nity, until the Time of the Reformation, the 


rower of conferring Orders was ſuppoſed to 
be lodged, not in the Hands of Prezbyters, but 
of e nor can ſo much as one luſtance 


FPS. bY 


20% and Xx. 17. compared. with _ Il, 132 
(5). Vid. _ 8 ** . | 
be 4s - | ES Power, 


— 
— — = 


+ Power of Ordination Every Commiſſion ne- 


under their Juriſdiction, as my be ee BY | 


Jof Presbyrers lay ing Claim to this 
— 5. 1 Jim. i. 3. and v. 19, 22. Afr a. 


2 
Ul \ 
” ÞK 


Power of our Church ſtil] continued in, 
was appropriated to cede of the Higheſk 


had ſworn Obedience. 


received their Orders only from the Hands c 
 Presbyters, have no valid Ordination, no Antho-! 


of the People. 


ö That tho' it was only a doubtful Caſe, 22 


7230 
power, and of its being allowed by the Church 


of Chriſt: For the Truth of this Propoſition, 


we have the ſame Evidence that we have for 


the Canonicalneſs of ſeveral Books of the 
New Teſtament, the Concurrent Teſtimony 
- of the Church of Chriſt. | 


That at the Time of the Reformation, this 
an 


Order. 

That thoſe Prechyrers who firſt broke « 
from the Communion with their B:ſhops, and 
firſt pretended to this Authority of Ordaining 
others, did not receive it; only a Power to 


. preach the Word, and adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments, according to the Rules of the Soſpel, 

and the Canons of the Church, and'this tu 
Subordination to their Biſbopr; much leſs did 
they receive Authority to ordain others, in 


Oppoſition to them to whom they owed, and 


That therefore ſinte 5 ive that which 
he did not receive, they amongſt us, who have 


rity to act in Chriſt's Name, as his commif- 
ſioned Miniſters, and to be Spiritual Guides 


I ſhall only add farther-under this Head, 


ther Presbyterian Ordination was valid, or not 3 
yet, ſince it is confeſſed on all hands, hey 
| tae) 


(46) 
they of the National Church that are Epiſco- 
up y Ordained-are Lawful Miniſters of Chriſt, 
it is the Chriſtian's Duty and Intereſt to obey 
and ſubmitt to them, and to acknowledge 
them only as their Guides: that watch for 
their Souls; ſince in all doubtful Caſes the 
ſafeſt Side is to be choſen. — 
„ ; That Jaſtly, Tho? Preghyters had undeubted- 
Iy a'Power to ordain, yet would not this make 
them the Lawful Paſtors of this Church and 
Nation, except they can prove that either 
Biſhops have no power to ordain, (which is 
not ſo much as pretended) or that they im- 
pole ſinful Terms of Communion upon their 
. Feople,' (which was never proved by any, 
and is got believed by many of thoſe that 


diſſent from them) for nothing is more evi- 


deut, than that it is unlawful to Separate, 
where it is lawful to Communicate; that they 
cauſe Diviſions, who di vide without a Cauſe (a); 
and that they divide without à Cauſe, who 


duponthem {io mwnme yall oi mh e 

The Biſhops aud theit Clergy therefore 
haviog had long Poſſeſſion of all the Churches 
in England, before the Presbyters here ſet up 


Oppoſition to them, were the true and ſole 
reubyters ſet themſelves up for Guides, and 
2 — ee SR CG, 

. ordained 


— ————— 


— 


their Claim againſt them, and ordained in : | 


n as a. a 


have noſinful Terms of Communion impoſed 


Paſtors of the Church: When therefore the 


if after all" thou art at. 4 lofs, 


, x 


(470 


ordained i in direct Oppoſition to theſe Biſhops i 


and their Clergy, they then (allowing that 
they had a Power to Ordain ) involved them-. 
ſelves, and all thoſe that joined with them, in 
the Sin of Schiſm ; even as the Donarsſts and 
Novatians of old, for that they ſeparated 


. themſelves without a Cauſe, upon Pretence 


of purer Ordinances, and better Edification, 
were eſteemed Schiſmaticks from the Catho- 
lick- Church, even tho? they had thoſe that 
were Epiſcopaly, and confeſſed therefore to 
be Yalidly Ordaintd. And much more would 
they have been ſo eſteemed, had they only 
had Presbyters at the Head of them, who 
had pretended to the Power of Laying on 11 4 


» Hands to Ordain, without, yea, in Oppoſi- 


tion to Biſhops. | 57 
Ido bur hint theſe Obſervations, and leave 


'D them to thy frious Conideration, without 4 


laying any thing farther upon them; nor, in- 
deed, ſhould 1 have ſaid ſo much, " had not 
Juſtice to my Subject neceſſarily required itt 
ſioce it would be vain to convince, thee of. | | 
the Neceſfi y ff conſulting a Sri 1 1 
Who be it, 
and amongſt the man falſe Teachers that. « . 


gone out into the Worl „ kueweſt not Where to. 
find him.” 


It:a Te then, tar the Curate of. thy, | 
rin who derives his OM by by, 
unlnterrüpted Sücceſſion, from the fan I. 


the Apoſtles) wherein thou FOR,” is regu- 


Ia Wh 


(48) 


} larly thy proper Spiritual Guide; it is to bim 


that the r of thy Soul is committed of 
God, and to hi 

mitt "the Care of it: Nor canſt thou, with 
ſo great Reaſon, expect the Bleſſing of God, 

| sf thou heapeſt to thyſelf another Teacher, and 
preferreſt one of thine own chooſing, to him. 
whom the Divine Providence hath ſet over 
thee; thou art then guilty of the Sin which 
{ the Apoſtle blames the Corinthians for, (a) The | 


| , in Men; yea, even tho thou thinkeſt 


that whilſt he te ache! hh another, yet he teac hei h 
not himſelf, yet art not thou at Liberty to 
ſeparate thy ſelf from him, but ſtill to * 
to, and to obſerve him, if thou wilt ſubmitt 
to thy Bleſſed Saviour's Determination; The 
Scribes and Phariſees fit in Moſes's Seat, all there- 
fore that they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and 
| do; but do not, after their Works, for they ſay | 
| and do not (b). Tho therefore they that fit in 
cChriſt's Seat, ſay and do not, ſo that their Works 
are not to be imitated; yer whatſoever they bid | 
| Chriſtians, agreeable to the Goſpel of Chrilt, 
| that are they to cbſerve and do: Pac this, I. 
think, is to be u Waben ſtood as a tri Prohibi-, 
tion of private Chriſtians forſaking the Aſ- 
ſembling themſelves together with him, who 
has the Rule over them, even tho? he be an 
Uaworthy Miniſter. : 51 hey are ſtill obliged | 
to attend to the —— Exerciſe A his Nt 


be Wy 
4 1 1 Cor. ny As 21. 000 1 Xii. 8 1 mr 
1 1 Be nh ye 


m therefore thou muſt. com- 


AW. 8 
niſtry, and not to make Diviſions from hh 
upon Account of his Unworthineſs. _ © 

But then with 'reſpe& to conſulting Him 
privately, they are, I think, more at Liberty; 
if they are ſo: unhappy as to live in a Pariſh 
in which the Miniſter is either notorjouſly 
Wicked, or groſly Ignorant; one that is ei- 
ther not able, or not willing and reddy,'to 
give good Advice in private to any of his 
Flock: In ſuch a Caſe, tho they ſhould not 
publickly divide from him, yet may they, 
nay, they muſt ſeek out for a more Faithful 
Guide, and ſome worthy neighbouring Mi- 
niſter, or any other with whom they are 
well acquainted, is to be applied to for pri- 
vate Counſel and Inſtructions: This is a Li- 
berty which the Governors of the Church not 
only permitt, but require them to make uſe 
of, in the Exhortation to the Holy Commu- 
nion: there be any of you, that requireth far- 
ther Advice or Counſel, let bim come to me, or 
to ſome other Diſcreet and Learned Miniſter of 
God's Word, and open his Grief, that by the 
 Miniftry of God's Holy Werd, be may receive 
the Benefit of Abſolution ; together with Ghoſtly | 
Advice and Counſel, to the quieting of his Con= * 
Kala. and avoiding of all 2 and Doubt. 
eſs. 5 ene ein 
Having now ſhe wn thee the Great Advan- 
tage and Uſefulneſs of conſulting à S, 
Guide 3 anſwered the Objections that may be 
made againſt the doing — and alſodired ; 
ba 3 thee 


* * 


1 


f 
bes in the Choice of him; I would, in the 


| 


of Uſe to thee in the Practice of this neg- 


| ected, but uſeful Expedient of Holy Living 
And this L.cannot do better, than ia the 
ords of the piqus Author of the abovemen- 


joned excellent Book, which therefore take, 


/ 


"7 


* 


| with ſome little Addition and Subſtraction. 
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|| Directions how to apply to him. 

e 1, P EIN reſolved as to the 
I <« Perſon thou deſigneſt for 

t VALPIN| ty Guide, I adviſe thee to 


: 
4 


OAT ͤ————— ͥ A — — — 


ſt place, offer thee ſome Directions that may 


| © him, as to Chriſt's Miniſter, and by de. 
L pending altogether upon. him. And that 


8 


. 
—_— OT wt. 


—— 


— 


he may the better judge of the Honefty a 


„ Evil of Sin, what Reſolutions thou ＋ 


dliniſter he is, ſpeaking to thee”: NA 


(51) 


« Sincerity of thy Heart, in het tho rell 
* him, and kno what Pirectidns thou hi 
c moſt need of; be not aſhamed to make th 
4 ſelf fully known to him; tell him wh 
c Manner of Education thou haſt had, wh 
« Manner of Life thou haſt led, what Co 
4% victions thou haſt had at any Time of t 


„ taken upon thoſe Convictions, how f 
er thou haſt made them good, and where 
e thou haſt failed; acquaint him with th 
% natural Temper, and thy acquired Inclind 
te tions; tell him what evil Habits thou hz 
np contracted, what yiciousCuſtoms thou h. 
'« been; or art engaged In; what Temp 
* tions thou haſt ond ale bn 
*« ous to, and Overcome 3 Im a wol 
«:] adviſe thee tb open thy very Soul on 
% him, (he wilt hel des al do it by ſeaſonſ 
hie and fering neſtions, if he fi find the 
Gs ory | J* and conceal not the leaſt Thig 
% from him. Having thus acquainted: tl 
85 1 Guide with thy Deſires, and haf | 
7610 ore opened thyſelf into him, ſet thi 
« {Alf to receive his Iaſtructions; hear him | 
e thou wouldſt hear Chriſt himſelf, whol 


that thou art to yield an implicit Faith 
evety Thing that he ſhall ſay, or'blindly f 
follow his Counſel and Directions, for he ha 
no Dominion over thy Faith, nor Authority 
F 2 imp 00 


* 


i N 

mpoſe any Thing upon thee contrary to the 
plain Dictates of thy Conſcience; and thou 
rt required to prove all Things, before thou hold- 
7 {ef that which is good : Yet ſo much Regard 


ſow his Advice, if it do not appear to con- 
Iradict thy Reaſon, and the Faith of Chriſt. 
o much Regard thou payeſ# to the Voice of 4 
Pranger, when thou conſulteſt him concern- 
ng the Way thou art to go in, except thou 
ertainly knoweſt that he directs thee falſty, 
thou followeſt his Directions; even tho they 
may not be ſo agreeable to thy own Notions 
Ind Opinion: And ſhall not the ſame Defe- 
tence be paid to thoſe. that be authorized by 


whom. h hath- commanded. thee 2 obſerve, 


de agreeable, and not contrary to his written 

Vord? ſubmitt to him therefore, tho? not 
lindly ;. „Mark what be ſays, with the 
E greateſt Care; if any thing fall from him, 
which thou, doſt not. fully underſtand, do- 
F ſire bim to explain his Meaning; if thou 
daſt diſtruſt thy Memory, his Iaſtructions 
F being many, deſire him to repeat them“: 


dgether with thy Thanks, thy Promiſe to 
pllo his Directions; and ſo, begging, bis 
Fhriſt, take thy Leave of him. 

N 130 1 2 4 ; F. Ns . 66 As 
' IE 
1 hs 
. 


5 due to him, that thou art obliged to fol- 


Fein bimſelf t, be Guides of the. Blind, and 
bod to. do whatſoever they ſhall bid thee, if it © 


nd when be; hath made an End, give him, 


Prayers, and his Bleſſing, in the Name of 


As ſoon as thou art gone from him) be 
& gĩn to recollect the good Advices thou ha 
© received, and to practice accordingly; and 
« omitt not the'doing of any thing he that 
« adviſed thee to. If any thing he hath ad 
“ viſed thee to ſeem hard, or without Rea 
„ ſon; yet reject it not; but confider; that 
« thoꝰ thou doſt not perceive the Ręaſon why 
he hath laid ſuch Things upon thee, yet hg 
, may have ſeen good Reaſon for it: Tho 
« doſt not know but it was to try the Since 
c rity of thy Profeſſion thou haſt made td 
« him, and to know the better how to fit 

« himſelf to thy Neceſſities hereafter; ory 

& jt may be, he might (in Pradence) deſigay 

« that thou ſhouldſt not underſtand the Reas] 

« ſon of ſome particular Advices, til thout 

_ &..feeleſt the good Effet of them, and the 
& great Advantages they bring thee, to diſ-} 

& poſe thee the more readily andchearfully to 
e follow him for the future; for finding great 
“ Benefit in that, in which thou couldſt fore- 

&« ſee none; as well as in that Which did 

ce promiſe thee much, as thou'canſt not but 

ce think thyſelf happy in meeting with ſuch a 

“ Guide, in reſpect to that which is paſt, ſo 

. & thou canſt not but be mightily encouraged 
ce by it, to give him the entire Diſpoſal of 

te thee for the future. Be careful then to ob- 

« ſerve his Directions in every Thing; re- 

- © membring, That as a ſick Perſon can re- 
* ceive no Benefit by the beſt Phyſician in the 


— 


(33) 


1 


| 


F 3 World, 


— 


aa. 


. to underſtand his Diſeaſe, if he puts up his 
preſcription in his Pocket, and makes no 
farther Uſe of them; ſo the Advices of thy 
Guide (how good ſoever they may be in 


a © let me add, (which thou art concerned to 
remember) that thy Caſe will be much 


Perſon; for tho' he is not like to be bene- 

fited by the Preſcription of his Phyſician, 
— can he receive no Hurt by his not uſing 
* them; whereas thou wilt receive much Da- 
Fe mage by neglecting thoſe that have been 

iven thee; for beſides this, that all in- 
e Fncere Dealing in Matters of Religion, and 
4 Tr rifling in Holy Things, if I may fo ſpeak; 
. does in itſelf tend to harden the Heart, and 
e to make thee more regardleſs of the great 
et Concerns of thy Soul; it will certainly 
F< yoke God to withdraw his Grace — 
« thee, wy to leave thee to fall into that 
be. Nun Deſtruction, which thou art but 
% little 47200 pf, and takeſt no Care to avoid. 
„ Return to thy Guide after ſome Time, 
'& (eſpecially before thou receiveſt the Holy 


11 
5 


&& of the (4) Church) and give him an impar- 


— 


. 
— — * 


0 Vid. mh Abri in Communion-Office. 


* World, how well ſoever he has made him 5 
. themſelves) will be of no Advantage to 
E* thee, if thou doſt not follow them: Nay, + 


þ 0 19 than the Caſe of ſuch an imprudent 


4 Sacrament, which is agreeable to the Order 


& tial Acovupt of the l thou haſt made of 


« his 45 


of Moment that concern thy Soul. And no- 
thing is of greater Moment and Concern than 


W 
« his Iuſtructions, and the Benefit thou haſh 


F 
: 


| 


the Leaving the Communion of the Bſtabliſh'd * 
Church; which therefore thou ſhouldſt not 
leave, before thou haſt communicated the Rea- 
ſons of it, to him whom God hath given thee 
to keep thee in the Unity of the Faith, and from 
being toſſed about with every Wind of Doctrine, 
And if thou art ſo unhappy as to have been 


(a) Math, ix. 20. 


» — f — — 2 —ů — 


brought b 


_— 


r 
brought up in Separation, being come to Years 


quire into the Grounds and Reaſons of it; and 
not take thy Religion upon Truſt, or po'on 
ina Way of Error, becauſe thou firſt ſet out 
in it; but make uſe of all proper Methods of 


Learned and Diſcreet Miniſter of the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church. For it is required of thee, 
That thou be able to give an Account of the Re a- 
Jen of the Faith that is in thee, with Mee Ine ſi 


and Fear; and how canſt thou do this, if thou 


the Principles of it? That thou prove ell Things, 
be fore thou holdeſt faſt even that which is good; 
much leſs therefore ſhouldſt thou hold faft that 
which is Evil, without enquiring and proving 
whether it be ſo, or no: To do this, is plainly 
contrary to the Word of God, which thou ac- 
{ knowledgeſt to be the Rule of thy Faith and 
Practice; to the Juſtice and Charity which 
thou oweſt to thy own Soul; and to that 


Sincerity which thou profeſſeſt; for Sincerity 


will not permitt thee wilfully to neglect any 
proper Method of coming to the Knowledge of the 
Truth: And nothing leſs than Sincerity can 
plead thy Excuſe in a wrong Method of Re- 
But to proceed: 1 

Keep a conſtant Correſpondence with 
e him, as long as thou liveſt; acquaiating 
him, from time to time, with the State and 
Fg +, Condition 


gion, or even juſtify thee in a right one. 


mY 


of Diſcretion, thou ſhouldſt impartially en- 


— 


Information, particularly this of conſulting a a 


doſt not take Pains to be rightly informed in 


. 
= 


e! 
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TH Approbation of thy own Conſcience in e- 
1 I. ; 
\. ;* bation of ane of Chriſt's Miniſters, who is 


1 5 7 — 
: ( | | ) wy _—_ 
" 4 
* "7 * * 


40 Condition of thy Soul, with thy Progreſs in 


« Wiſdom and Vertue, with thy Tempta- 
tions and Diſcouragements, with thy Fail- 
« ings and Imperfections, with thy Doubts 
% and Fears, with thy Joys and Sorrows; and 
<< undertake not any Thing of Moment orlm- 
% portance, without his Advice and Approba- 
< tion: Thou wilt quickly be ſenſible of ſuch 


Ad vantages by. this Courſe, as will effectu- 
ally encourage thee to proceed in it. I will 


not inſiſt upon that Peace and Satisfaction 
which thou wilt conſtantly enjoy in thy 
own Mind by it, as having not only the 


very Thing thou doſt, but alſo the Appro- 
t better able to judge of thy Actions, and 


* may be preſumed to judge mote impartially 


te than thyſelf wouldſt do. It may ſuffice to 
mention ſome of thoſe Services he will be 
, continually doing thee; he willioſtru&thee 
in what thou art ignorant of, and will ei- 


1% ther prevent or rectify thy Miſtakes: He 


will reſolve thy Doubts, and remove thy 
% Fears, and eaſe thee of thy Sorrows: He + 
% will reſtraia thee when thou art too zealous 
«© and forward; and quicken thee when thou 
** art dull and ſlothful, and refreſh and cheer 


of thee! when thau art weary : He will re- 


ſtore thee when thou art fallen, and apply 

* thePromiſes of theGoſpel to thee, and help 

« thee to take Comfort in them: He will re- 
Ho. Ne e move 


tat move many Difficulties out of thy Way, a nd 


arm thee againſt Temptations, and ſupport 


„A thee under Tryals, and be both a Guide 


19 
. 
F 
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and a Guardian to thee, in all the dange- 
s rous and troubleſome Paſſages of thy Efe. 
In a word, he will make thee to underſtand 


e and what is lawful, and what is expedient, - | 
and what js ſeaſonable; and help thee to 
; '*, diſtinguiſh between Truth and Falſhood, 
Reality and Appearance, Good and Evil: 
He will excite and ſtir up thy Will to em- 
* *- brace the one, and refuſe the other: He | 
will moderate thy Affecttons, and keep thy 
+ -*:Paſſions in Order, and preſerve thee in an 
* *ceven ſteddy Courſe of Well doing, and at 


laſt deliver chee up in Peace and Safety into 
ee the Hands of the Great Shepherd and 


e Biſhop of our Souls, Jeſus Chriſk. 
o theſe Directions I might add*many | 
more, vi. That thou wilt do well to en- 


( : a , . als 
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Tes 


cc dear thyſelf to thy Guide as much as tho 
et canſt, that he may take the greater Care of 


tec thee, andibe more ardently Mr | 
& Salvation; to whichPurpoſe, thou may! 
<4 do welt to ſhew thy Eſteem of him by a 


«© reſpe&ful Carriage before others. There 


« vas a great and good Man (a) once in the 
© World, that would: never take Place of 4 


1 


e fprieſt before the People, the Dignity of the 


kj 


* # 


(a) Moxſieur de Reale. 
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ther, thou mayſt do well to contribute 
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* 1 * | 
« Office requiring, as he believed, and de- 
« ſerving the higheſt Reſpe& : And ifany one 
« ſay, that he was not of our Church; 1 an-" 
« ſwer; the greater Reaſpn ha ve moſt of us 
to be aſhamed of ourſelves, who call our- 
« ſelves reformed, and do worſe. . And far- 


Lind 
ea 


„ chearfully, according to thy Ability, to- 
« wards his Maintenance, if he be not plen- 
«© tifully provided for. The Primitive Chriſ- 4 
tians were not backward to do this, as thou 
ce mayſt perceive bytheir devoting all that 

« they had, to the Service of Chriſt, and his 
« Church (a). And I wiſh I could not ſay, 5 
te that the Sacrilege of many that call them- 2 
&« ſelves Chriſtians in this Age, did not make *' 
« it in ſome ſort neceſſary for ſome Chriſtians 


& 


8 


-* to do the ſame now. 


F 

* That thou muſt keep cloſe to thy Guide 

* as long as thou liveſt, and never change 
„ him, if God's Providence doth not con- 
«From thee... i ob der 
„That in all thy Intercourſe with thy: 

* Guide, thou muſt look beyond him, via. 
ce to thy God, whoſe Miniſter. he is, and who 
« guides and bleſſes thee by his Miniſtry, to 
* whom thou muſt daily addreſs thyſelf by. } 
„ Prayer, for a Bleſſing upon his Endea- 4 
© yours, and to whoſe Goodneſs and Mercy 
“thou muſt daily aſeribꝭ all the Benefit thou 


= >. a 


_ — 


(4) Ads iv. 34, 35. | yy 7 
dgoſt 


Oo) 
doſt receire by them. But I muſt for bear 
0 having too far exceeded my Bounds Aren x 
*.dy: Iconclude all with the Words of our 
*© Dear Bord and Saviour, Now thou knowe eſt 


F<. theſe Things, ba are The th a 
3 (% 77 Villen . 


2 no File (a) Fob. xiii. 17. 


4 A pen for all Biſbops and 
1 Prieſt.. 3 | 


P;- Agb God, ibs by 17 Son Jeſus 
== Chriſt, 4. give to thy Apoſtle 
S. Peter many excellent Gifts, and 
commandedſt him earneſtly to feed 
RR thy Flock; make, I beſeech thee, 
| all Biſhops and Paſtors diligently to preach thy 


| Holy Word, and the People obe lientiy to follow, 


the ſame, 19700 they may receive the Crown o 
n Glory, 1 Teſus W our 
Lord. Amen. 
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A PRAYER, by Mr. te for the 


| of Souls. To this End, O Lord, grant that they 


thy People committed to their Charge, "an filente 
_ gently adminiſter thy Holy Sacraments ;, that they} 


Date and publick Admuonitions and Exhort ation: 


| Goſpel. 'Give them the Will, O Lord, to Ft 
G 
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Clergy, that they may rightly diſchar ge 
their Holy Functions. 


345 — 5 E AN T, 0 Lord, that all thoſe who 
nt dedicate themſelves to the Service of 
, By Altar, may be inwardly moved by, 
SER thy Holy Spirit to take upon them tha 
Sacred Min ſtration; that their Conſe. ences may 
reftify ro them, that by engaging in this Holy 
Calling, their chief Deſign is to * thee, pro-' 


_ mote thy Glory, and edify thy People; that they 


neither be led by Ambition nor Covetouſueſi; 


that neither the Honours nor Revenues that are 
annexed to this Profeſſiin, may have any Compe 


tition in their Minds, with a mighty Zeal for 
thy Glory, and a Deſire to promote the Salvation" 


may make thy H ly Writ the chie Subjett of al 
their Kudie ; that they may from thence inſtru 


Gain: ſayers; that they may faichfuly and Ae 
may labour in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, by pri- 
that they may maintain Peace and Love among : 
all Chriſtians, and frame themfelves, and their 1 
Families, according to the 0 of 0% N. 70) 


their 


— 
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t n + eee Cv 
A 8 0 be . ( 62 ) JH  / & 
aher Duty, and Strength, and Power , faith- 
Lully to perform the ſame, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. . 
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ANI, O Lord, that all thoſe who 
| Ne adminiſter in Holy Things, may have 
| 2 4 great Senſe of the Dignity and Impor- 
CERES once of their Office ; that ſince they 

are thy Ambaſladors, "oy may, in all their _ 
Aliens, have a due Regard to the Excellency , 
their Character, and aithfully, diligently, and 18 
|| prodently tranſatt thoſe great Aﬀairs thou haſt en- 
truſted to their Management. That ſince they 
are thy Miniſters, they may have always im- 
printed in their Remembrance, bow great a Treas 
. ſure 15 committed to their Charge, the Sheep of 
Chriſt, which he bought with his Death, and for 
whom be. ſhed bis Blood; that the Church and 
ener, ation whom they ſerve, is the Spouſe and 
Body of Chriſt. That ſince they are the Stewards 
bf chy Myſteries, they may feed and provide for 
thy Family; ſeek thy Sheep that are arſperſed A 
road, and thy Children which are in the midſt of 
bis naughty World; that they may be ſaved thro 
oriſt. That ſince they are Labourers in thy 
WV incyard, they may never ceaſe, by their Care 
bend Diligence, to bring all ſuch as are committed 

co 
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to their Charge unto that Agreement in Faith and 
Nuomledge of God, and to that Ripeneſs and Pen- 
fection of Age in Chriſt, that there may be no 
Place left for Error in Religion, or for Viciouſ 
neſs of Life. That ſince their Employment is 
laborious and difficult, they may conſtantly pray 
For the Heavenly Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, from 
thee, O Father, by the Mediation of our Bleſſed 
| Redeemer and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; that by daily 
8 Re ading and Wh eig hing of the Scriptures, they may. 
wax riper and ſtronger in their Min:ſtry,. and ſe 
faſhion their Lives, and thoſe of their Families, 
After the Rules and Doctrine of Chriſt, that they 
may be wholeſom and godly Examples for the reſt 
of the Congregation to follow, and be able to.give a} 
good Account of their Stewardſhip at the Tribunal 
of Chriſt : To whom with Thee, and the Holy, 
| Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, World without 


. 


End. Amen. 


% 0 be 80 be SU 
A Praves for the Diſcharge of on 4 


Duty towards the Clergy. 


Mo T7 hankfully acknowledge, O God, . 

- great Goodneſs, who baſt ſet apart an 
Reza Order of en, on purpoſe to guide and 
| overn us, to direct and aſſiſt us it 
Matters of the greateſt Importance, even our EA 
terxal Salvation. Grant, O Lord, 1 may alway 
reverence and reſpett them, becauſe they have 4 
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© peculiar Relation to thee ; that I may ſincerely love 

| them, becauſe of theſe great Benefits I receive by * 

their Admin ſtrations; «that I may readily and. 

| chearfully provide for their Maintenance, be= | 

* eauſe the Lord hath ordained, That they which 

| preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpet 

| (a); and That he who is taught in the Word, 

out to communicate to him that teacheth ja 

Fall good Things (C); that I may never rob them 

of their juſt Right, by the leaſt ſacrilegious En- 

| eroachment ; that the Fear of Ananias's and Sap= 

phira' Puniſhment may continually poſſeſs my 

Heart, as it did the Church at firſt, and as many ' 

as heard it; that I may earneſtly pray ſor them, be- 

' cauſe thy Divine Aſſiſtance is h neceſſary to crown 

their Labours with Succeſs: For tho? Paul plant... 

eth, and Apollos watereth, tis thou, O Lord, 

ſibat giveſt the Iacreaſe (c). And above all, 

make me careful to obey them that have the 

Rule over me, becauſe they watch for my Soul, 

28 they that muſt give an Account; that they 

may do it with Joy, and not with Grief (a); 

that ſo by a faithful Diſcharge of my Duty to my 
ooritual Superiors, I may continue 4 ſound Mem- 

ber of thy Church here on Earth, and may paſs. 

Eternity in the Society of the Church Triumphant 
n Heaven, ſinging Praiſes and Hallelujahs to the 

Bleſſed and Glorious Trinity, Father, Son, and 

Pe Ghoſt. Amen. * 

cor. ix. 14. (5) Gal. vi. 6. (c) 1 Cor. 
Vi. 6, (ad) Hebr, xiii. 17. if — 
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